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EVRAZ Pueblo Upgrades and Expansions Recognized with Steel Excellence Award  

 

Chicago [July 23, 2013] – At its recent Steel Success Strategies conference, the American 

Metal  Market (AMM) presented EVRAZ Pueblo with the Best Operational Improvements 

Award for Steel Excellence.  Selected from the largest, most competitive pool of applicants 

ever nominated, independent industry experts chose winners in 13 categories. 

 

Major upgrades and improvements at the 1,200-employee Pueblo facility helped EVRAZ 

garner the award. While the primary driver behind the substantial rail mill investments 

announced by the company in December 2011 was to better serve growing customer 

demand for premium rail products, improvements and innovations have been implemented 

throughout the entire site, including steelmaking and the seamless pipe and rod and bar 

mills.  

 

Upgrades to the rail mill have focused on advanced automated inspection systems, 

improved end straightness and better head hardening capabilities.  A new Product 

Technology Center was established, complete with an expanded staff of scientists and 

metallurgists and state-of-the-art equipment to enable advanced internal testing capabilities 

and accelerated development of next-generation products. The steelmaking operation 

developed and implemented extensive improvements, enabling it to increase production by 

more than 12% over the last two years.   

 

“Our employees have put a colossal amount of work and effort into every aspect of the 

process,” said Ben Lutze, Vice President and General Manager.   “They’ve remain focused 

on safety – our first priority – while continuing to make great products in a dynamic 

environment.  I’m extremely proud of what we’re accomplishing here and it’s nice to be 

recognized by our industry for it.”  

 

Since EVRAZ purchased the long-standing Pueblo site in 2006, the workforce has grown by 

25%, with anticipated further growth as the company adds a crew to its rail finishing area 

due to strong demand for its premium rail products.  Although the current upgrades are 

almost complete with just a few pieces of equipment left to install, EVRAZ is already 

evaluating new investments aimed at fully realizing the Pueblo facility’s distinct geographic 

advantage in serving the rail, oil and energy sectors.  According to Lutze, “We’ll continue to 

drive improvement and innovation for our customers, providing solutions that optimize 

commercial value and operational excellence.” 

 

 

About EVRAZ  

EVRAZ North America is a leading North American steel manufacturer built on the pedigree 

of successful steel companies – Oregon Steel, Claymont Steel and IPSCO. In North America, 

EVRAZ produces more than five million tons annually of flat, long, and tubular steel products 

for major markets including infrastructure, defense, energy and rail. Its manufacturing 

facilities are located in Portland, Ore.; Regina, Saskatchewan; Pueblo, Colo.; Claymont, Del.; 

Calgary, Camrose and Red Deer, Alberta; and Surrey, British Columbia. EVRAZ in North 

America is the number one producer of large diameter pipe, the second largest producer of 
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steel plate and the largest producer of rail. EVRAZ North America is a wholly owned 

subsidiary of EVRAZ plc, one of the largest vertically integrated steel, mining and vanadium 

businesses in the world with operations in the Russian Federation, Ukraine, USA, Canada, 

Czech Republic, Italy and South Africa.  

Photo caption:  Pictured with the AMM Operational Excellence Award are: (front) 

Steelmaking Supervisor Joe Mendoza, Vice President/General Manager Ben Lutze, Rail 

Superintendent Kyle Knobbe and Rod and Bar Superintendent David Light; (rear) 

Maintenance Superintendent Tony Steffani, Product Technology Director Joe Kristan, 

Seamless Superintendent Max Bellino.  Not pictured: Melting and Casting Superintendent 

Dave Ellis.  
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